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Extensive remodelling and extensions to an existing 1970s’ nursery school 
to provide a single, amalgamated early years foundation stage (EYFS) facility  

to enable the teaching of nursery and reception pupils together.

DESIGN OVERVIEW
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        The approach taken was  
highly sustainable by reuse of  
an existing building, a fabric  
first upgrade and integration  
of a number of energy efficient 
systems that have significantly 
reduced carbon emissions and 
running costs for the client.  
The new spaces flow and respond 
to the scale and needs of pupils 
with access to a delightful series of 
external play areas that combine to 
create a learning through play 
educational experience.

SIMON SLATER
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR ARCHITECTURE, 
HAMSON BARRON SMITH
BSc (Arch), B Arch (Hons), ARB, RIAS, RIBA
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GOSPEL OAK PRIMARY 
SCHOOL, CAMDEN 

Gospel Oak Primary School is a state 
community school for junior and infant 
boys and girls, plus nursery, providing 
two form entry, located at Gospel Oak 
in Camden. 

As part of the London Borough  
of Camden’s Condition, Suitability and 
Sustainability programme of works, Norse 
Consulting’s team identified the key issue  
for the school was teaching of its reception 
and nursery pupils in two different 
buildings on split sites. 

The aim of the proposals was therefore 
to provide a single, amalgamated Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) facility 
to enable the school to follow national 
curriculum guidelines and teach nursery 
and reception pupils together.

The £1 million scheme required extensive 
remodelling and extensions to an existing 
nursery school that dated back to the 
1970s and has transformed the EYFS at 
Gospel Oak Primary. 

The project involved creating a 
harmonious, white insulated, render 
treatment to the existing and new facades, 
with feature brick slip panels. A new 
canopy structure now wraps around the 
class base space, providing covered 
play space. 

Two new access points were created 
from Savernake Road to the site; these 
included fully Disability Discrimination 
Act compliant access and a new main 
entrance along the sloping site terrain. 

PROJECT

The building provides a 
visible new presence to the 
street and its language links 
to the white stucco of the 
Grade II Listed modernist 
social housing sited on 
Mansfield Road.

ENTRANCE OF GOSPEL OAK PRIMARY SCHOOL
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A solution was required that made best 
of the existing nursery site and building. 
Following the extensive refurbishment 
and extension, this now appears to be one 
seamless, architectural form. 

The proposals also aimed to ensure the 
new building sat well within the existing 
surroundings, creating a range of individual 
areas that were connected and highly 
suitable for children’s outdoor activities. 

A mound, comprising artificial grass and 
the relocated commemorative tree, now 
provide a central, shaded lawn feature. By 
contrast the swale or dip, while serving as a 
stormwater attenuation basin, becomes a 
more adventurous natural environment.
 
The sustainability strategy followed the 
guidelines outlined in the London Borough 
of Camden’s Corporate Sustainable Design 
and Construction Policy with the three step 
Energy Hierarchy: Be Lean, Be Green,  
Be Clean. 

Heat loss was improved by upgrading 
the existing building fabric. The scheme 

employed efficient fittings, such as LED 
lighting, as well as air source heat pump 
and sensor flow tap and WC systems. 

Heat recovery ventilation and natural 
ventilation was achieved using clerestory 
windows that are easily managed by user  
control with a reminder “traffic light” 
system situated by the teaching position.

The landscaping integrated 
the new building into the 
existing topography to 
create a range of unique 
and defined spaces 
suitably connected,  
while providing optimum 
scope for passive  
outdoor activities.

KEY BENEFITS 

GOSPEL OAK PRIMARY PLAYGROUND
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